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Day 1: The Danger of Disordered Worship

Reading: Daniel 5:1-4

Belshazzar did not stumble into idolatry accidentally. He made a deliberate choice to take
what was sacred and use it to honor what was worthless. The gods he praised were made
of gold, silver, bronze, iron, wood, and stone -- lifeless, powerless, silent. Yet he preferred
them to the living God. This pattern is not ancient history. Every day we are tempted to bow
before created things rather than the Creator. When worship becomes disordered, life
follows. Examine what you are truly serving. What receives your deepest trust, your
greatest attention, your most consistent devotion?

Day 2: Pride and Its Consequences
Reading: Proverbs 16:18 and Daniel 5:18-21

Nebuchadnezzar had been given everything -- sovereignty, greatness, glory, and splendor.
Yet when his heart became arrogant, God removed what he had given. Belshazzar watched
all of this unfold and still refused to humble himself. Pride is not merely a character flaw. It is

a spiritual blindness that convinces us we are the source of our own strength and the
authors of our own story. It steals our sanity and corrupts our reasoning. Where in your life
are you tempted to take credit for what God has provided? Humility begins with honest
acknowledgment of who holds everything.



Day 3: Hearing God and Actually Responding
Reading: James 1:22-25 and Daniel 5:29-30

Belshazzar heard Daniel speak a word directly from God. He received the interpretation,
rewarded the messenger, and then returned to the party. That very night, he was killed.
There is a sobering warning here for anyone who has ever admired a sermon without
repenting, felt conviction without changing course, or been moved emotionally without being
moved spiritually. Hearing truth is not the same as receiving it. God's word always demands
a response. When you encounter Scripture, ask honestly whether you are allowing it to
reshape you or simply acknowledging it and walking away unchanged.

Day 4: Weighed, Numbered, and Found Wanting

Reading: Romans 3:23 (the declaration that all have fallen short of God's standard) and
Daniel 5:25-28

The three words written on the wall -- numbered, weighed, divided -- were a verdict.
Belshazzar's days were in God's hands, not his own. His life did not measure up to God's
standard. All that he possessed would be taken away. These words are uncomfortable
because they are true for every one of us as well. Our days are not our own. We fall short.
We cannot secure our own legacy. But this is not where the story ends for those who trust in
Christ. The verdict of condemnation is not the final word. Grace is. Sit with your needs today
before you rush to the answer.

Day 5: The Fourth Word -- Grace

Reading: John 3:16 and Romans 8:16-17 (the assurance that those who belong to God are
called his children and heirs of his kingdom)

Three words brought judgment. One word brings life. Where Belshazzar's days were
numbered, the believer's days become eternal. Where he was weighed and found wanting,
the one who trusts Christ is declared righteous and accepted. Where his kingdom was
divided and taken away, the follower of Jesus receives an inheritance that cannot be lost.
This reversal is not earned. It is given through faith and allegiance to Jesus. If you know
Him, let gratitude deepen your obedience and worship today. If you do not yet know Him,
the fourth word is still being proclaimed. It is meant for you.



